CHAPTER   V

BACK IN THE R.N.A.S.

i TOOK my uniform to Gieve, the naval tailor,, to be altered once
again, for I had been restored to my rank in the R.N.A.S. as a
Wing-Commander, and with my original seniority. I think it was
Mr. Gieve himself who said, "Which is it this time, sir, up or
down?331 was able to reassure him that I needed one more stripe.

On June I5th 1916 I took over command of Killingholme,
where some recently built sheds were waiting to house the new
large American flying-boats which had not yet been delivered.
Short float seaplanes with single 225 h.p. Sunbeam engines and
a few Sopwith Scout seaplanes were in use, the former for patrols
and the latter for interception of Zeppelins. Up to date they had
not been very successful, and it was not a very well-placed station
for operating seaplanes on account of the strong tide in the
estuary and the large rise and fall which made slipway work
difficult.

My first task was to get in some practice as a pilot after my
six months5 interlude, and I did this in the Shorts, which were
very similar in handling to the ones I had flown two years before.
It was also necessary for me to see something of the new big
flyiog-boats which we were eventually to get. These types were
undo: trial at Felixstowe and I took an early opportunity to visit
that station.

I found a flying-boat designed by Porte, who was the com-
manding officer of the station, and mainly responsible for develop-
ment of this type of seaplane. It had a large boat hull, biplane
wings, three 250 h.p. Rolls Royce engines driving two tractor
airscrews and one pusher^ carried a crew of five and fuel for
eight hours. The controls were operated by servomotors, and it
had already done an eight-hour test satisfactorily.

^ In addition there were several smaller type American boats
with two Anzani engines, and these were used for instructing pilots
Wore they took on the bigger boats. Another boat of weird design
bad been delivered some time before; it looked like a floating
miisexvatory with two floats and a double fuselage and three
engines; but it was evidently not very popular for it had stayed
in its shed ever since.